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FEATURE

OSHA HAZCOM
Changes in •Right-to-KnowŽ
By Kathy Thompson, CIH, MT(ASCP), MPH, MS

GHSAND

T
he Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 
(OSHA) is tasked with pro-
tecting worker health and 
safety in the U.S. OSHA 
develops and enforces 

many standards that apply to workplaces 
everywhere, including the healthcare 
environment. One of those standards, the 
OSHA Hazard Communication (HazCom) 
Standard, has been significantly revised 
for the first time since it came about in 
the 1980s. Those changes in the •Right-to-
KnowŽ Standard, as HazCom is commonly 
called, have brought in the use of the 
Globally Harmonized System (GHS) to iden-
tify and communicate chemical hazards. 
This new OSHA final rule became effective 
on May 25, 2012, and is called HazCom 2012. 

The major change in the HazCom 
Standard is to use GHS, which offers a pre-
scriptive approach rather than the previ-
ous performance-oriented approach, to 
determine the hazards of chemicals and 
communicate them via labels, signage, 
and safety data sheets (SDSs). This means 
that you will start seeing a different look 
to these items and that the term •MSDSŽ 
is now changing to SDS due to the newly 
required GHS format. But what is GHS, and 
where did it come from?

GHS is a product of the United Nations 
(UN) and initially came about through 
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